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THE YEAR IN RETROSPECT 
By Alfred Sutro, President 


IN LOOKING BACK over the Club’s accomplish- 
ments during the past year, one is struck by the fact 
that much encouraging progress has been made. Indeed, 
it would seem that more new ventures have been under- 
taken in 1933 than in any year of the Club’s history. As 
a result, it enters upon 1934 with a greater variety of 
services to its members than ever before. 

Besides successfully conducting its regular publication 
program, the Club in 1933 embarked on two new enter- 
prises. The first was the publication of the Quarterly 
News-Letter, which was launched for the purpose of 
keeping members more fully informed of the Club’s ac- 
tivities. We believe it has already amply proved its use- 
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fulness. Its success fosters the hope that it will be possible 
for the Club before long to increase the size and widen 
the scope of the publication. The second Club activity 
was inaugurated last month with the posting of Number 
One of The California Mining Towns series to the mem- 
bers. It is our ambition to make the monthly distribu- 
tion of keepsakes of this type a permanent activity of 
the Club. From comment already received, it is safe to 
predict that this activity will prove most popular with 
the members. 

Other projects are in preparation. An announcement 
of an activity to be undertaken jointly with other pri- 
vate book clubs in the United States will be made soon, 
and it is felt that it will be of unusual interest to every 
member. 

Plans are also under way to revive the custom of spon- 
soring occasional informal meetings of members. Those 
who recall the delightful dinner to A. Edward Newton 
a year or so ago will be interested to know that other 
gatherings of this kind are in prospect. The first of these 
meetings, at which the Club will play host to one of 
America’s most eminent literary figures, will be an- 
nounced early in the new year. 

The directors believe that the revival of former activ- 
ities and the launching of new ones have the approval 
and support of all the members. These, in connection 
with the Club’s publications, may well prove an added 
inducement to book-lovers to join the Club. In this way 
it is hoped that the Club’s membership will before long 
be restored to its limit of 500. The Secretary will be glad 
to receive from members the names of friends who are 
in sympathy with the Club’s activities and who would 
like to join it. 
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CALIFORNIA—AND HAMLET 


IN 1602, while Elizabeth was still on the throne in 
England, and six years before Captain John Smith and 
his Cavaliers landed at Jamestown, a fleet of four tiny 
vessels completed a stormy passage up the west coast of 
America and, on December 16, put into the harbor of 
Monterey. Three days after Christmas, on December 28, 
the commander of the expedition, Sebastian Vizcaino 
(in what is unquestionably the first letter ever written 
in California) set down an account of the expedition so 
far as it had gone, of the trials encountered and over- 
come, the discoveries made. He added a description of 
Monterey Bay, and ventured a prophecy as to its future 
importance as a port in which the treasure-laden galleons 
of Spain might break their voyages from the East Indies 
while supplies were replenished and repairs made. 

To one accustomed to look on California as a ‘“‘new 
Jand,’’ with all its history crowded into comparatively 
recent times, the fact that Vizcaino wrote his letter in 
the same year that Shakespeare wrote Hamlet will come 
as something of a surprise. 

Some years ago the Club published the letters of two 
famous explorers: Columbus and Amerigo Vespucci. On 
December 15 of this year it will publish that of a third: 
Sebastian Vizcaino. Although he is far less known than 
the other two, Vizcaino’s exploration of the unknown 
and uncharted California coast was nevertheless an epic 
achievement, and his own narrative of the expedition is 
of particular interest to Californians. 

An announcement giving full details of this publica- 
tion will reach members soon. Here we shall merely 
touch in advance on a few points that seem to us of un- 
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common interest. The publication will contain Vizcaino’s 
Monterey letter, and all that portion of his journal re- 
lating to this phase of his explorations on the California 
coast. It should be stated at once that the letter and jour- 
nal are not printed merely as historical curiosities. The 
reader will find them gusty and exciting, full of adven- 
ture, and enlivened by touches of human nature that 
have not been dulled by the passage of more than 300 
years. 

The Club believes that the selection of Vizcaino’s 
Journal as its Christmas publication for 1933 will prove 
a happy choice. It recommends that members give close 
attention to the announcement and order-card, which 
will be mailed in a few days. 


ODo 
PUBLICATIONS AS CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


EVER SINCE ITS ORGANIZATION, the Club’s 
busiest period has come in December. For eleven months 
of the year, an atmosphere of quiet (though always in- 
dustrious ) calm prevails in the office of the Club. But, 
beginning about December 5, comes the annual upheaval. 
Action replaces the usual tranquillity. The letter-carrier’s 
burden increases perceptibly, the telephone grows more 
active, the number of visitors mounts, and stacks of out- 
going publications await the daily visits of the express- 
man. 

These are all signs of the times—and very welcome 
signs indeed to the Club. For they mean that Christmas 
is approaching again, and that members are once more 
allowing the Club to relieve them of part of the bother 
and uncertainty of Holiday shopping. ‘“This Year Give 
Club Publications’ has been our December slogan for 
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some years. We repeat it once more with confidence, for 
the arguments in its support are as good now as they 
were in 1919—or 1929. As gifts, the Club’s publications 
have the advantage of being not easily duplicated, for 
none but members may buy them. They are products of 
San Francisco's fine printers and are, therefore, appro- 
priate from both the artistic and the geographical stand- 
points. Finally (as may be seen from the enclosed list of 
titles and prices), they offer a variety wide enough to 
suit most tastes and practically all pocketbooks. 

Many members have been using this service for some 
time; this year we hope an even greater number will do 
so. As a special inducement, the directors have author- 
ized (for December only) a reduction of 25% on all 
starred titles on the enclosed list; these are the same 
items on which a similar temporary reduction was made 
this spring. As in former years, members may specify 
that the books ordered be sent direct to the recipients 
(with the donor’s name enclosed), to arrive at Christ- 
mas. Those members who are unable to call at the Club 
may safely make their selection from the enclosed list. 
Special arrangements will be made to handle such orders 


and to dispatch the books very promptly. 
ODY0 
THE CALIFORNIA MINING TOWNS SERIES 


LAST MONTH, members received Part One of The 
California Mining Towns series. The series began, ap- 
propriately, with Sonora, the spectacular early-day me- 
tropolis of the Southern Mines, which in a few months 
grew from nothing to the largest mining camp in the 
West, an impromptu city of 5000. The colored litho- 
graph of Sonora is one of the finest of all contemporary 
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views of California gold camps, and its skilful reproduc- 
tion by Johnck and Seeger, together with their treatment 
of the accompanying text and decoration, have already 
been widely commended by members. 

The Club is gratified at this reception of the initial 
unit of the series. One member stated that the venture 
“will prove as popular as anything the Club has ever 
undertaken’’; another, that the complete series will “‘tell 
the story of the Gold Rush in a new and absolutely fas- 
cinating way’’; a third wrote: ‘We feel that 12 such 
views will more than repay us what our membership 
cost.’ We conclude, therefore, that the series has been 
successfully launched. Our effort will be to maintain 
the same standard in future units. Certainly, Part Two, 
to reach members about December 15, will be equally 
fine. The scene 1s Sutter's Mill, the site of James Mar- 
shall’s momentous discovery of January 24, 1848. The 
picture reproduces, in its original colors, an oil painting 
of Sutter’s Mill made by E. G. Holdridge in 1875, from 
a sketch of the Mill (artist unknown) drawn in 1840. 
The painting, restored by Will Sparks 1 in 1925, is owned 
by Phil B. Bekeart, whose generosity has made its repro- 
duction in this series possible. The design and printing 
are in the competent hands of Cecil and James Johnson 
of The Windsor Press. 

Arrangements for future units are going rapidly for- 
ward, and they will be distributed monthly until the 
full series of 12 is in the hands of members. 

UE ST SARNIA. 
{| The resignation of Carl I. Wheat from the Club’s Board of Di- 
rectors (due to the fact that he has moved permanently from the 
city), was submitted at the November meeting of the Board, and 
regretfully accepted.Mr. Wheat has served as a director since 1926, 
and his enthusiasm, no less than his sound judgment, will be missed. 
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NOTES ON PUBLICATIONS 


By Albert M. Bender, Chairman, Publication Committee 


ELSEWHERE IN THIS ISSUE, members will find 
a preliminary announcement of the Sebastian Vizcaino 
Journal, the Club’s Christmas publication. The commit- 
tee believes that this narrative of early 17th Century ex- 
ploration along the California coast will prove highly 
interesting to members, and that many of them will wish 
additional copies for Holiday gifts. 

To publish Vizcaino’s Journal in December necessi- 
tated some rearrangement of our publishing schedule. 
The appearance of Early Polynesian Printing—one of the 
most important ventures the Club has undertaken for 
some time—has been postponed. Under present plans, it 
will appear in the spring of 1934. While this delay is to 
be regretted, the ultimate result will be good. A work of 
this kind requires careful research and strict accuracy, 
and cannot successfully be done in haste. 

Besides the above, the Club has a number of projects 
under consideration for 1934, among them no less than 
three collections of letters. The first, The Everett Let- 
ters to Dame Shirley, edited by Carl I. Wheat, is already 
known to members. Another is a collection of the letters 
of Frank Norris, compiled by Franklin D. Walker, au- 
thor of the recently published biography of Frank Nor- 
ris. The third is a group of more than 100 letters from 
George Sterling to Ambrose Bierce. The latter would be 
a companion volume to The Letters of Ambrose Bierce 
(most of which were to Sterling), published by the Club 
in 1924 and long out of print. No definite decision has 
been reached on the two projects last named, or on sev- 
eral others that are being considered. 
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Altogether, the Club has an unusually varied store of 
material from which to draw. Its publications for 1934 
should maintain the best standards of former years. 

Continuing the practice, begun in September, of de- 
scribing in each issue of the News-Letter one of the 
Club’s earlier publications, I shall here comment briefly 
ona work that no less a critic than Ambrose Bierce ce 

“‘a marvelous creation,’ and of which he added: “*. 
know of nothing in literature having ce 
blance to it to serve as a basis of comparison. . . . In 
point of originality, I should say it is unsurpassed and 
unsurpassable. ...’’ The work that called forth this trib- 
ute from Bierce (who was never over-liberal with praise) 
is Emma Frances Dawson’s little-known story of San 
Francisco, A Gracious Visitation, published by the Club 
eatly in 1921. Incidentally, this was the first book printed 
for the Club by The Grabhorn Press, and the first pro- 
duced by that press after its establishment in San Fran- 
cisco. About 50 of the edition of 300 copies are available 
to members, at $4.00 a copy. 
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{| The postal enclosed (at the suggestion of the Membership Com- 
mittee) in the last number of the News-Letter resulted in the sub- 
mission of the names of about 75 prospective members. Of these, a 
satisfactory (but not startling) proportion have joined the Club, and 
a number of others have stated their intention to do so at a future 
time. Meanwhile, the Membership Committee extends its thanks and 
invites your continued cooperation. The committee’s policy as re- 
gards the Club’s membership is definitely one of controlled inflation 
(in the numerical sense, of course), and it will continue to take what- 
ever steps may prove necessary to assure its success. 


